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Merkel is stunned 
by knife attack 
on a town’s mayor 


www.asianage.com 


PS ey, A") - 
Actress Rekha interacts with 
children on the sets of a TV 
show in Mumbai on Monday. 
— PTI 


Delhi chief secy is 
made addi secy 

in finance ministry 
New Delhi: Delhi chief sec- 
retary M.M. Kutty, who has 
been at loggerheads with 
the Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP 
government, was on 
Tuesday appointed addi- 
tional secretary in the Union 
finance ministry. Mr Kutty, a 
1985 batch IAS officer of 
Union Territories cadre, was 
appointed chief secretary of 
Delhi in November last year. 
The Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet 
has approved his 
appointment. 

Full report in Delhi Special 


Pradeep Kharola is 
new Air India CMD 


New Delhi: Senior IAS offi- 
cer Pradeep Singh Kharola 
has been appointed as the 
new CMD of disinvestment- 
bound Air India, the gov- 
ernment said on Tuesday. 
Kharola would take over as 
the chairman and managing 
director of the flagship car- 
rier from Rajiv Bansal, who 
was given an extension 

last week. 

Full report in Business 


Top China general 
commits suicide 


Beijing: A top Chinese 
General has committed sui- 
cide to escape a probe 
against him over his alleged 
links to two corruption- 
tainted former generals, 
becoming the first senior 
Army official to have 

killed himself in the anti- 
graft campaign of President 
Xi Jinping. — PTI 

Full report on Page 9 


Psst... will you sell 
your votes? 


Max: 28°C 
Min: 10.3°C 
RH: 43% 
Rainfall: Nil 


Forecast: Clear sky 
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Come, invest, 
make in India 
for world: PM 


RAJESH RAI 
and G. DIWAKAR 
HYDERABAD, NOV. 28 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday invited 
global entrepreneurs to 
invest in India, saying 
that his government has 
undertaken a host of taxa- 
tion and other reforms to 
create an investor-friend- 
ly environment. 

Speaking at the Global 
Entrepreneurship Summ- 
it 2017, being attended by 
US President Donald 
Trump’s daughter and 
adviser Ivanka Trump, 
Mr Modi said his govern- 
ment had scrapped over 
1,200 outdated laws, eased 
87 rules for foreign 
investment in 21 sectors, 
and taken several 
processes online. 

He said efforts by his 
government to improve 
the business environ- 
ment have resulted in a 
jump in India’s ranking 
in the World Bank’s Ease 
of Doing Business Index 
from 142 to 100 in three 
years. Besides, global 
credit rating agency 
Moody’s had upgraded 
India’s sovereign bond 
rating. “To my young 
entrepreneur friends 
from India, I would like to 
say — each of you has 
something valuable to 
contribute towards creat- 
ing a New India by 2022. 


UP mantris in 
war of words, 
ally threat to 


fight Guj polls 


AMITA VERMA 
LUCKNOW, NOV. 28 


A war of words between 
two ministers in the 
Yogi Adityanath govern- 
ment in Uttar Pradesh 
has taken a serious turn 
with one minister, 
belonging to the 
Suheldev Bhartiya 
Samaj Party, which is a 
BJP ally, threatening to 
field independent candi- 


dates in the Gujarat 
Assembly polls. 
The minister, Om 


Prakash Rajbhar, chief 
of the SBSP, is one of the 
disgruntled members of 
the Yogi team. 

“Our alliance with the 
BJP is not at the nation- 
al level. We also want to 
contest Assembly polls 
for some seats in 
Gujarat with the BJP. A 
message was sent to BJP 
president Amit Shah a 
fortnight back, but we 
did not get any reply. 
Our party will contest 12 
seats in Vadodara, Vapi 


and Surat,” he told 
reporters. 
Mr Rajbhar, whose 


party has four MLAs, 
has already defied the 
alliance in the UP 
municipal elections, 
where he had fielded his 
own candidates. 

On Monday, Mr 
Rajbhar crossed swords 
with another BJP minis- 
ter, Anil Rajbhar, from 
his own community. 

Minister of state Anil 
E Turn to Page 4 


Modi, Rahul to be 


New Delhi: Congress 
V-P Rahul Gandhi and 
PM Narendra Modi will 
be simultaneously 
campaigning for the 
upcoming Gujarat 
election on 
Wednesday. The PM 
will be in south 
Gujarat, while Rahul’s 
rally is in Lathi. 


—— 


In Indian mythology, 
a woman is an 
incarnation of 
Shakti — the 
goddess of 

power 


— Narendra 
Modi, 
Prime Minister 


You are vehicles of 
change and instruments 
of India’s transformation. 

“To my entrepreneur 
friends from across the 
globe, I would like to say: 
‘Come, Make in India, 
Invest in India — for 
India, and for the world’. 
I invite each one of you to 
become a partner in 
India’s growth story. And 
once again assure you of 
our wholehearted sup- 
port,” he said. 

An investment-friendly 
environment needs to be 
stable from the macroeco- 
nomic perspective, he 
said, adding that his gov- 
ernment has succeeded in 
containing the fiscal and 
current account deficits 
as well as curbing infla- 
tion. 

He said India’s foreign 
reserves have crossed 
$400 billion, and the coun- 
try continues to attract 


large foreign capital 
flows. Referring to the 
E Turn to Page 4 


Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Ivanka Trump, daughter and adviser of US President Donald Trump, during the 


inauguration of the Global Entrepreneurship Summit 2017 in Hyderabad on Tuesday. 


To grow, cut gender gap: Ivanka 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, NOV. 28 
Ivanka Trump, US 
President Donald 
Trump’s daughter, on 
Tuesday said reducing the 
gender gap in the labour 
force by half can help 
boost the Indian economy 
by over $150 billion in the 
next three years and reit- 
erated her father’s words 
that “India has a true 
friend in the White 
House”. 


| 


The progress of 
humanity is 
incomplete without 
the empowerment 
of women 

— Ivanka Trump, 


US Prez Donald 
Trump’s daughter 


Speaking at the 8th 
annual Global 
Entrepreneurship Sum- 
mit here, she said the con- 
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Singapore defence minister Ng Eng Hen shakes hands after a sortie in the trainer 
version of the Tejas light combat aircraft (LCA) at the Kalaikunda IAF base in 


West Bengal on Tuesday. Air Vice Marshal A.P. Singh was the pilot who flew the 


visiting dignitary in the LCA. 


Singapore minister has a ride 
on Tejas, calls LCA ‘excellent’ 


RAJIB CHOWDHURI 
KALAIKUNDA 
(WEST BENGAL), NOV. 28 


Singapore defence min- 
ister Ng Eng Hen 
described Tejas, India’s 
first indegenously-built 
light combat aircraft 
(LCA), as “very excellent 
and impressive” after 
flying it for a sortie asa 
first-ever civilian for- 
eigner amid speculation 


that Singapore may buy 
it from India to strength- 
en its air force. 

Tejas, he said, was a 
“very capable aircraft”, 
after he flew in it for 
around 45 minutes at 
20,000 feet above 
Kalaikunda Air Force 
Station in West Bengal’s 
West Midnapore district. 
Dr Hen showered lavish 
praise on the Indian Air 
Force and on Air Vice- 


— PTI 


Marshal A.P. Singh, pro- 


ject director (flight test) 
at National Flight Test 
Centre of the 
Aeronautical Develo- 
pment Agency, who was 
his pilot. 

Asked if Singapore had 
plans to acquire the 
Tejas light combat jet, 
Mr Hen said he would 
not rule out the possibil- 
ity. 

E More on Page 4 


ference was symbolic of 
the growing partnership 
between India and the US. 
“Just consider if India 
closes the labour force 
gender gap by half, your 
economy could grow by 
over $150 billion in the 
next three years,” she 
said. 

With Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the 
dais, she congratulated 
Indians on celebrating 70 
years of Independence. 
“You are celebrating it as 


Sushma will 
issue more 
medic visas 
to Pakistanis 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 28 


Ignoring Islamabad’s 
criticism, external 
affairs minister Sushma 
Swaraj on Tuesday 
ordered grant of an 
Indian visa to a 
Pakistani girl for an 
open-heart surgery and 
also approved visas for 
three of her compatriots 
in the past 24 hours 
needing liver-trans- 
plants. “I am sorry, the 
child is suffering so 
much. We will issue the 
visa immediately,” Ms 
Swaraj tweeted about 
five-year-old girl 
Nabeeha Rashid after 
the child’s mother 
Afsheen Younus sought 
the minister’s help. 

Last week, Pakistan 
had accused India of 
selectively issuing med- 
ical visas to its citizens 
and had claimed that it 
was not a gesture of com- 
passion but “cold blood- 
ed politicking”. 
However, Pakistani citi- 
zens have been praising 
Ms Swaraj. 

E More on Page 3 


Pope avoids talking about Rohingyas 


Napyidaw, Myanmar, 
Nov. 28: Pope Francis 
urged respect for rights 
and justice in a keenly- 
watched address in 
Myanmar on Tuesday, but 
refrained from any men- 
tion of the Rohingya or 
the alleged ethnic cleans- 
ing that has driven huge 
numbers of the Muslim 
minority from the coun- 
try to neighbouring 
Bangladesh. 

Sharing a stage with 
Myanmar’s leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi in the capital 
Naypyidaw, the pontiff 
tip-toed around the 
humanitarian emergency 
of the Rohingyas. 

Peace can only be 


¥ 


© 
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Pope Francis shakes hands with Myanmar’s leader 


Aung San Suu Kyi in Naypyitaw on Tuesday. 


achieved through “justice 
and a respect for human 
rights”, he said in a broad- 
ly-framed speech that also 
called for “respect for 


— AP 
each ethnic group and its 
identity”. 

The word “Rohingya”, 
an incendiary term in a 
mainly Buddhist country 


where the minority are 
denied citizenship and 
branded illegal “Bengali” 
immigrants, was entirely 
absent from his speech. 
Pope Francis has repeat- 
edly defended the group, 
620,000 of whom have fled 
from Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state to Bangladesh since 
August. Rights groups 
had urged him during his 
four-day visit to confront 
Myanmar about its 
actions, but the local 
Catholic Church cau- 
tioned him against stray- 
ing into the Rohingya 
issue. — AFP 
E More on Page 9 
E Suu Kyi stripped of her 
Oxford award: Page 9 
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PEOPLE 


Newsmakers 


Harry will 
wed Meghan 


at Windsor 


Castle in 
May 718 


Vol. 24 No. 283 | 36 paces | 75.00 


— PTI 


the world’s largest democ- 
racy, and one of the fastest 
growing economies on the 
earth,” the adviser to the 
US President added. 

The famous Hyderabadi 
biryani has finally got a 
serious contender, 
according to Ms Trump. 


Taking a cue from 
Telangana CM K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao’s 
remarks about 


Hyderabadi biryani, Ms 
Trump said: “It’s wonder 
E Turn to Page 4 


Growth set 
to witness 
a rebound, 
but slowly 


Bengaluru, Nov. 28: 
India’s economic 
growth may have 
rebounded in the 
July-September quar- 
ter from the slowest 
growth in three years, 
with demand picking 
up modestly as the 
effects from a shock 
ban on high-value 
currency notes eased, 
a Reuters poll 
showed. 

If that’s correct, the 
data will be the latest 
evidence of a broad- 
based global econom- 
ic upturn across Asia 
and most of the world. 
India was the world’s 
fastest-growing major 
economy in 2016. But 
already-slowing 
growth was made 
weaker by the sur- 
prise demonetisation 
in late 2016 by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government. 

In July, the rollout 
of the Goods and 
Services Tax, chang- 
ing the way business- 
es charge taxes, deliv- 
ered yet another blow 
to the economy. 

A Reuters poll of 52 
economists over last 
week showed GDP 
growth likely rose to 
6.4 per cent from a 
year ago in the July- 
September quarter, 
from 5.7 per cent in 
the previous period. 
E Turn to Page 4 


No ban on release abroad 


SC warns netas 
not to pre-judge, 
slam Padmavati 


J. VENKATESAN 
NEW DELHI, NOV. 28 


The Supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed a plea 
seeking a ban on the 
release of controversial 
film Padmavati in the UK 
on December 1 and 
warned politicians and 
those holding public 
offices not to make 
adverse comments, issue 
threats or pre-judge the 
movie before it is cleared 
by the Censor Board. 

A three-judge bench, 
headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, said, “When 
the matter is pending for 
CBFC’s consideration, 
how can persons in 
power or holding respon- 
sible public offices com- 
ment on whether CBFC 
should issue a certificate 
or not? It will prejudice 
the decision-making of 
CBFC. Such an act is a 
clear breach of law...” 

Such statements violate 
the principle of rule of 
law as the Central Board 
of Film Certification 
(CBFC) is yet to certify 
the film, it said, asking 
the board to take a deci- 
sion on the certification 
of the movie with 
“utmost objectivity”. 

Dismissing a PIL filed 


CBFC chief 
Prasoon Joshi and 
Padmavati director 
Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali have been 
summoned by the 
30-member 
Parliamentary 
Standing 
Committee on IT on 
Thursday to pre- 
sent their views on 
the controversy 


by advocate M.L. Sharma 
as “misconceived”, the 
bench, also comprising 
Justices A.M. 
Khanwilkar and D.Y. 
Chandrachud, said that 
when even courts do not 
pre-judge an issue, surely 
those in high public 
offices should refrain 
from making such com- 
ments. 

Last week, the bench 
had dismissed a similar 
PIL from Mr Sharma 
against the release of the 
film in India. 

The controversial film, 
E Turn to Page 4 


Censors recall S Durga, 
Iffi screening dropped 


Panaji, Nov. 28: Despite a 
high court direction to 
the I&B ministry, contro- 
versial Malayalam film S 
Durga was not screened 
on the last day at the Iffi 
here on Tuesday as the 
censor board ordered a 
re-examination of the 
movie over alleged viola- 
tion of rules. Director 
Sanal Kumar Sasidharan 
called it a contempt of 


court. After a special 
screening of the film for 
the jury on Monday 
evening, the board wrote 
to the film’s producer on 
Tuesday saying the direc- 
tor had shown S### 
Durga on the title card 
which “has totally differ- 
ent implications” as the 
film was earlier named 
Sexy Durga. — PTI 

E More on Page 4 


